Historical Society of Martin County

The Elliott Museum




The mission of the is to collect, preserve,
interpret, share, and educate the public about the historical artifacts and the

rich history of the St. Lucie River region.

The House of Refuge Museum at Gilbert’s Bar and the support
this mission through the conservation and protection of historical artifacts,
artwork, and archives in their care and through permanent and temporary

exhibits that impart our local history, culture, and ideails.
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Thus Ponce de Leon named Florida in 1513 from the Spanish word florido, which means
full of flowers. Spanish Florida was the first major European land claim and settlement
in North America during the European Age of Discovery. Since that time the natural
beauty of the land, the lush grandeur of the vegetation, and the splendor of the sea
have captivated colonists and inhabitants. They have also inspired artists. These works
of art from the permanent collection of the Elliott Museum illustrate the majesty, the

force, and the timelessness of our natural environment.
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The Treasure Coast of Florida is named in reference to the discovery of treasure from
the Spanish Treasure Fleet lost in a 1715 hurricane. The area is shielded from the
Atlantic Ocean by narrow sandbars and barrier islands that protect the shallow
lagoons and rivers, most notably the Indian River and the St. Lucie River. The Indian
River is a 121 mile long lagoon originally named Rio de Ais, after the Ais Indian tribe
who lived along the east coast of Florida. The St. Lucie River is a 7 mile long estuary
known as the ecological jewel of the Treasure Coast. It was named after a late 16th-
century Spanish fort, Santa Lucia. Inland from the sea savannahs of pine and palmetto
abound. The term Savannah, from the Spanish zavana, refers to tropical grassland with

scattered trees.
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In 1879 Captain Thomas E. Richards, a shipbuilder from New Jersey, started a pineapple
plantation along the Indian River in an area he thought so beautiful that he named it Eden,
after the Garden of Eden. From these beginnings the planting of pines, as the settlers
called them, became a thriving industry. Within ten years an estimated two million
pineapple plants were in cultivation and by 1895 Jensen Beach was known as the
Pineapple Capital of the World. Schooners first took pineapples to Baltimore, Maryland

before shipping was expanded by railroad.

In 1887 William Merwin, an oysterman from Milford, Connecticut, built Edenlawn
Plantation. The pineapple industry collapsed at the end of World War | and the
plantation was converted to a nursery and fernery. After World War Il it was refurbished

and became one of the most popular restaurants on the Treasure Coast in the 1950’s.
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